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ABSTRACT 

The Present Paper focuses on description of history in the novel Patan ni Prabhuta. 

The publication of the novel Patan-ni-Prabhuta (1916) marked not only a turning point 

in Munshi's literary career but also a milestone in Gujarati literature. The book revived 

a storm of dispute from the Jains. It is the first of a great trilogy; the other two are 

Gujarat-no-Nath and Rajadhiraj. This trilogy deals with the most splendid period of 

Hindu Gujarat, the sovereignty of Siddharaja Jayasinha, the son of Karnadev and 

Minaldevi. The progress of Munshi as a novelist is noticeably visible in his novels. 

 

In Munshi’s novel Patan ni Pbhuta critics have made an accusation of winding the 

historical truth ascertains approval by the love between Minal and Munjal portrayed by Munshi 

in his novel Patan-ni-Prabhuta. Munjal had ditched both his affectionate wife Fulkunvar and 

his son for the sake of Minaldevi. One of the most shocking aspects of Minal-Munjal’s 

relationship is that though the people were having the stiff viewpoint in those times, the 

relationship of the two is silently granted by all the people. Their love flourishes ceaselessly 

amongst the complete knowledge of all. Thus the two bravura characters of the history, 

Minaldevi and Munjal are portrayed cheating their life partners and indulging in an extra mari-

tal relationship. Munshi is strongly critiqued for taking such liberty with the history. The 

virtuous, honorable and moral queen-mother Minaldevi is being shown madly in love with 

Munjal Mehta, craving to establish even physical relation with him, it produced a feeling of 

hatred among the people.  

The incidence described by Kanaiyalal Munshi is imaginatively brilliant but as far as 

the histor¬ical authenticity is concerned, it disturbs the truth of the facts of that period. While 

looking at the novel from the perspective of New Historicism, the depiction of this incident in 

the novel may be the result of Munshi's his own way of thinking and his viewpoint of life. 

Actually Munshi was in love with Lilavati even though he was married to Atilakshmi, an 

obedient wife who never raise her voice against any injustice done to her. This partiality on 

Munshi’s part finds its expression in the picture of love relationship between Minaldevi, the 

Queen of Patan and Karnadev’s wife and Munjal Mehta, the Chief Minister of Patan who is 

married to Fulkunwar. 

The History affirms the story that Minaldevi was astonished by the grandeur and look 

of King Karnadev in her youth. Being crazy for him, she had sent a marriage proposal along 

with her photograph to the king Karnadev. Karnadev was mesmerized to look the beautiful girl 

of the photograph and expressed his wish to marry her. Minaldevi becomes very happy like her 
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dream come true and she goes to Gujarat to marry Karnadev. But when Karnadev meets 

Minaldevi face to face, she is not found as attractive as she was in her photograph. Then cause 

of some reasons she is sent back to her father's home and never to be called back. Minaldevi 

wanted to marry him so at this time, Munjal played an important role in tying the two hearts of 

Karnadev and Minaldevi together by which Minaldevi returns to Patan again. She becomes 

king’s beloved after she gives birth to Jaydevkumar who later on becomes the king Siddharaj 

Jaysinh. The history too had confirmed the hard work of Mun-jal Mehta in making the 

relationship of Karnadev and Minaldevi free from obstacles, but Munshi has distorted the fact 

and shown the queen Minaldevi, a dedicated wife of Karnadev, is secretly in love with Munjal. 

At this point, opposing to the historical truth, Munshi has given the importance to the Munjal 

- Minal's love relationship instead of Karnadev - ¬Minaldevi relationship. 

The pure, modest and honest queen-mother Minaldevi considering her husband 'Parako' 

(unknown) and imbibing secret love for Munjal in her mind and heart, created a splash among 

the critics. Thus the two splendid characters - Minaldevi and Munjal cheating their life partners 

and falling in love with each other raised a flood of surprise among the people and raised fingers 

at Munshi for depicting the histori¬cally reliable portrait in a misleading manner. 

Artistically we observe that the relation of Minaldevi and Munjal Mehta reaches its 

cli¬max in the weaker moments of Minaldevi, throughout the novel they emerge out as the 

impressive and magnificent per¬sonalities. As the novel evolves, their love achieves the 

optimal sublimity when their love is changed into the sacrifice and the passion of sentiments is 

repressed for the sake of maintaining the pride of their political and social positions in Patan. 

Their relationship has evidenced that the splendor is not in nourishing the sensual emotions but 

in keeping them sacred, buried and hidden. Here the love attains its sublimity allowing all the 

carnal desires, transforming the relationship as pure as the continuing stream of a holy river. 

Anandsuri, a Jain monk has been displayed in the novel, conspir¬ing against the royal 

personalities of Patan. He has been portrayed taking excessive interest in the politics of Patan. 

In the novel Anandsuri was trying to spread and establish Jainism in Patan was an acharya 

holding such a high position, who is turning out to be the chief commander of army; playing a 

lead¬ing role in the burning of Rudramahalay, the Mandukeshvar temple, by killing Devprasad 

to achieve political gain - are all such incidents narrated by Munshi that hurt the re¬ligious 

feelings of Jains. The Jains at that time were more concerned in empow¬ering Jainism through 

political connections but they never played such disgusting role in politics in the past, the way 

Anandsuri has been presented by Munshi. The intention of compassionate, calm and dedicated 

Jain monks was examined because Anandsuri, a Jain monk is shown indulging in politics with 

a hatred intention of secur¬ing prominent position and in the royal court establishing the Jain 

religion in all of Gujarat. We can find an influ¬ence of the French novelist Alexandre Dumas 

on Munshi as Munshi has included the religious figures in his novel like Alexandre Dumas has 

presented the Cardinals of the church playing active role the politics. In fact Munshi may be 

exceptionally proud of his Brahmin cast and he might have an integral hate for Jains. This may 

also be one of the important reasons that he shown Anandsuri scandalously. At that time when 

the novel Patan-ni-Prabhuta was published in 1916 aroused a storm of remonstration from the 

Jains. Portraying Anandsuri, a Jain monk, conspiring and scheming had made the Jain 

community firmed to drag Munshi to the court for this but he was protected for he was not an 

established writer at that time. 
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Kanailal Munshi has used the noteworthy historical figures in his novel and he has 

con¬structed an imaginary castle on the basis of fictional events of the past. The incidents 

include Minaldevi's laborious efforts to establish supremacy over Patan; bringing the army of 

Jains from Chandravati; sending Munjal to Madhupur; detaining Munjal; Queen Minaldevi’s 

escaping from Patan; the event of closing the gates of Patan and stopping Minaldevi to enter 

Patan; setting fire to Rudrama¬halaya at Anandsuri's hands and sinking Devaprasad and Hansa 

into the river - all these actions prove the historical anachronism with reference to the period 

of the real historical events. 
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